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Preface

This book is for you if:

€ You are studying for Japanese Language Proficiency Test N2
level (JLPT N2), your reading ability is insufficient and you want
to add ability there.

€ You have ability in speaking and listening, but not enough in
reading.

@ You want to know what types of books are being read in Japan,
not just for JLPT.

The features of this book

@ Readings that match the trend in the exercises featured
in JLPT

This text uses readings that match the trend in exercises from JLPT

“N2 Reading”, so you can take the exam without any surprises.

@ You can choose exercises that are appropriate for your
ability

The exercises are arranged to progress from the easy ones to the

difficult ones so you can freely start from the exercises that match

your ability.

@ Detailed feedback

Each exercises has an associated “Explanation for answers” and
“Explanation for reading”, so you can understand the text correctly.
When you cannot solve the exercises please refer to them. You will
find how to read the text in order to find the correct answer.




@ You can increase your vocabulary with the vocabulary

box and associated words
After the explanation there is a set of related words and a vocabu-

lary box. There are many examples given of related words so you

can easily increase the number of words you know.

@ Practice for reading quickly
There are 31 “Quick reading practice” sections to add to your read-
ing ability of short, medium and long texts.

@ You can study easily anywhere
The correct answers to the exercises have under pages so you can
easily check them and study easily, for example on the train.

Structure and usage of this book

This book is divided into 5 sections

1 For natural Japanese ability: “Sentential grammar”

2 For understanding of the contents of text: “Compre-
hension”

3 For reading and comparing various texts: “Integrated
comprehension”

4 For grasping and understanding the writer’s point:
“Thematic comprehension”

5 For extracting necessary information: “Information re-
trieval”

Exercise structure

Exercises for sentential grammar

In these exercises you search for phrases and words that fit the
[ I'siin the text. The problems see if you have the ability to
make a natural sentence. You have to understand natural Japanese
in order to understand these, so please try to read lots of Japanese

everyday.

Comprehension exercises

We have chosen exercises that tend to occur in “JLPT N2 Read-
ing.
“Mid-size passages.” Short passages have one question, and Mid-

Like JLPT they are the same length, “Short passages” and

size passages have three. They are exercises to see if you can un-
derstand the writer’s feelings and logic in any essay you read.

Integrated comprehension exercises

In these you read and compare two texts, then relate the texts.
This is practice to become able to extract information about daily
life from various sources. Please write O (true), X (false), etc., in
the table below. You can then find the correct answer easily. When
you take the exam if you write a similar table yourself you can eas-
ily find the correct answer.

Thematic comprehension exercises

These are problems to read and pick up the writer’s point and con-
tention by reading a long text. The problems check your ability to
understand the development of an argument.
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Information retrieval exercises

Exercises to see if you can take necessary information from leaf-
lets, business texts, etc., and can see how much you can use for
your general Japanese daily life.

Please practice taking just the information you need from the large
amount of information in this book.

The explanations below are given for all the problems
1. Explanations for answering

These explanations are to clearly understand the correct and incor-
rect answers. They take the relevant point from the text so that you
can understand, then explain it along with the O (true), X (false).

2. Explanations for reading

*Important vocabulary

Important vocabulary and related words all have English and Chi-
nese translations, so please look at them many times until you have
memorized them.

*Important expressions

The important expressions in this book are rewritten using easier
words. Also, there are opposite meanings written so you can in-
crease the number of words you know by studying them together.
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